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XII. A Letter from Arthur Dobbs Efq\ of 
Caftlc-Dobbs in Ireland, to the Rev. Mr. 
C3 varies Wetitcin, Chaplain and Secretary 
to His Royal Highnefs the c Frince of Wales, 
concerning the 'IJiJIancss between Alia and 
America. 

SIR, 

WAprilp.jAM c::trcmc'v obliged to von for the 
JL Trouble you have taken, in corre- 
fbonding with Profcflbr Eider * upon the Ruffian, 
Difcovcrics Eaftward from Kamfchatka, and com- 
municating to me the Accounts he had of Bearing's 
lafl: Voyage, and of his Difcovcry of the Lands 
North-Eaft of japen; which the Profcflbr could 
only have inaccurately, not- having feen any 
fournal to fix the Latitude and Longitude of the 
Countries he then difcovcr'd: But fincc Profcflbr 
Etder, fway'd by the Opinion of Captain Behring, 
fecms flill to believe that the iaft Land he difcovcr'd 
is joined to California, which Country is now known 
to be Part of the Continent of America, and not an 
Ifland (in which Fad of its being continuous to Ca- 
lifornia I differ ftill in Opinion from him,) for, if 
that were a FacT: to be depended upon> I would can- 
didly own, that there could be no Paflage from the 
North- Weft of Hudforis-Bay to the Weftcrn Ocean 
of America, without failing near 70 of Longitude j 
the Diftancc of the North-Eaft Cape of Ajia from 
the North- Weft of Hudforis-Bay, in a Parallel almoft 
as far North, as the Polar Circle, before the Paflage 
_ can 

* Sec Tranf. N° : 48*, p. 421, 
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can be made to the 'Pacific Ocean; which might 
therefore be very reafonably call'd an impracticable 
Paffagc, as it could not poffibly be made in one Sum- 
mer, if at all) j and ftnee Profcflbr Euler has been 
fo kind as to give mc Captain Be brings Rcafons for 
fupporting his Opinion, which arc principally from 
the fmall Diftance he fuppofed it was, from the Coaft 
he difcovcr'd, to the Wcftern American Coaft at Ca- 
lifornia (which he imagin'd was much nearer his 
North-Eaft Cape of Afia than it is in Fa£t); I muft 
therefore, in return to the Profeflbr's Goodnefs, in 
communicating to me ail he has known in that Dif- 
covcry, beg Leave to give you this further Trouble 
of communicating to the Profcflbr my Rcafon for 
(till dificnting from Behrings Opinion, that the Land 
he difcovcr'd laft was Part of the Continent of Ame- 
rica, or continuous with California ; and if he find 
the Reafbns for fupporting my Opinion make it 
more probable, that there (till may be a large Open- 
ing betwixt thefe ncw-difcovetvd Countries and Cali- 
fornia, I am fenfible it will give the ingenious and 
learned Profcflbr great Plcafure, to think we may yet 
hope for a Paflage by Hitdforis-Bay to the Wcftern 
American Ocean, without being obftru&ed with Ice 
after palling Hudfon's-Sr eight. 

The Profeflbr imagines 1 might have been led 
aftray, by not considering, that the North-Eaft Cape 
of Afia is much more Eafterly than has been laid 
down in any former Charts 5 which is now known 
accurately, by the Eclipfe of the Moon obferved by 
Captain Behring at Kamfchatka. 

I have an Abftrac"t of his Journal by me, upon his 

firft Difcovcry in 1728, and 1729, when he obferved 

that Eclipfe, and the Calculation of the Longitude 

7 from 
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from it } and (land by his Longitude he has fix'd 3 and 
allow that his North-Eaft Cape is in the other Hemi- 
fphere; reckoning Eaft ward, either fromFm?,as the firft 
Meridian, or from London; which laft I mall follow. 

Bearing fixes his North-Eaft Cape 126° 7' Eaft 
Longitude from Tobolski ; and Tobolski is 26° Eaft 
from Fero; fo the Cape is 212 7' Eaft of Fero, or 

about 1 94 Eaft from London. By Captain Mid- 

dletoris, Obfervation of Jupiter's Satellite at Churchill 
River in Hudforis Bay, that River is 97° Weft from 
London; which, added to 194°, makes 289°; con- 
fequently the North-Eaft Cape of Afia is 7 1 ° diftant 
from Churchill, to complete 360° ; which, in the 
Latitude of 6j°, computing 8 Leagues to a Degree 
of Longiude, of which 20 make a Degree of Lati- 
tude, the Diftance betwixt that Cape and Hudfon's 
Bay would be f68 fuch Leagues. 

From the known Longitude of the North Cape of 
Jap on in 40 Latitude, which is pretty exactly known, 
from the Obfcrvations made by the Jefuits at Teking t 
and is about 1 50 Eaft from London, and from the 
beft computed Longitude of California in 40 North 
Latitude, it lies in 130 Longitude Weft from Lon* 
doth making together 280 , leaves 8o° for the Di- 
stance of California from Japons allowing 17 Leagues 
to a Degree of Longitude in 40 North Latitude, the 
Diftance would be about 1360 Leagues: By the fame 
Calculation California muft be at leaft 7 or 8 00 fuch 
Leagues from the North-Eaft Cape of Afia; fo that, 
in fo great a Space there may be very great Coun- 
tries orlflands *, without fuppofingthe new difcover'd 
Country continuous to California, and might well al- 
low of an open Chanel or Sea, from fo to 1 00 Leagues 
wide, between the difcover'd Coaft and California. 

By 
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By the Account given to Profcflbr Enter, Behrtng 
failed Southwardly to the Ides of Japon, and from 
thence failed Eaftwardly fo German Miles, about 
25-0 Englifi Miles; which makes about 80 Leagues, 
of 20 to a Degree. At that Diftancc from Japon 
he difcover'd Land, which he coaftcd North-Weft; 
ftill approaching towards the North-Eaft Cape, with- 
out going afhore, until he came to the Entrance of a 
great River ; where fending his Boats and Men afhore, 
they never return'd, being either loft, kill'd, or de- 
tained by the Natives, which made his Difcovery in- 
complete ; his Ship being ftranded, and he afterwards 
died in an uninhabited Ifland. 

As no Latitudes nor Longitudes are fixed by this 
Account, I muft believe he failed from Kamfchatka 
South-Eaft, perhaps more Southerly than to 5-0° La- 
titude ; and there found Land North-Eaft from Ja- 
pon ; othcrwife, by coafting it North-Weft, he could 
never approach the North-Eaft Cape, which is, at 
lcaft, 40? Longitude Eaft of Japon ; and if he made 
Land 80 Leagues Eaft of Japon, he muft have failed 
North-Eaft to make the North-Eaft Cape. I have 
therefore Rcafon to believe this Coaft was Part of 
that he faw in his nrft Voyage, where he loft his 
Anchor; and is the Coaft Gama difcover'd, and the 
Dutch afterwards called the Company's Land, Eaft 
of the Strcights oiUzicez, which is at leaft 7 or 800 

Leagues 



* The Japonefe, in their Maps of the World printed in Japon, 
have laid down in this very Tra£l two Iflands as large as Ireland, 
with the Names to them, as appears in that Map bought by Dr. 
Ktmpfer in Japon in 1686 ; now in Sir Hans Shane's Mufeum. 

C, fit 
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Leagues Weft of any known Land of America, and 
above iooo near the Latitude oijapon: So that, if 
I fiiould allow 700 Leagues for Countries or IQands 
Eaft of his new-difcovcr'd Coaft, there might ftill be 
a Paflage of 100 Leagues for the Southern or 'Pacific 
Ocean to communicate with Hudforis Bay, and to 
caufe fuch great Tides and Currents, as are found on 
the North -Weft of Hudforis-Bay ,• as alfo a freePaf- 
fage for the Whales, which are feen in all the Open- 
ings North- Weft of that Bay, and are caught there 
in Numbers by the Eskemaux Savages : For, as thefe 
don't go in by Hudforis Streight from our Atlan- 
tic Ocean, it cannot be prefumed that they mould 
go up by Japon towards the NortlvEaft Cape, and 
from thence go 70 , or above 5-60 Leagues, to Hud- 
foris Bay, and be there in the Month of June, and, 
after flaying until September, return again the fame 
Way to the Southern Ocean, to pafs the Winter.— 
Now, as Behring only coafted at a Diftance, he could 
not pofllbly know whether it was a Continent, or 
great Ifland 5 the laft of which fcems the moft pro- 
bable : However, a few Months now, if our Ships 
return fafe, will give us a Certainty on one Side or 
the other ; altho' I am fanguine enough to believe* 
they have by this time failed through, and difcover'd 
this fo much wifh'd for Paflage. 

Thefe, Sir, are the Reafons I have flill to expecT: 
Succefsinthe Attempt I have promoted; and, if you 
think it may give any Satisfa&ion to Profeflbr Euler 
to know the Reafons that fupport my Belief of a 
practicable fafe Paflage, be pleafed to communicate 
it to him, with my Compliments for the Trouble I 

Qjl q have 
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have given him by you, and accept of my beft Ac- 
knowledgments for your Favours. I am, with the 
greateft Regard and Efteem, 

S I R, 

Cajllt-Dohbs, Feb. 10. 

1746-7. Tour mqft obedient 

humble Servant, 

Arthur Dobbs, 



XIII. A Letter from the Rev, Mr. G. Cof- 
tard, to the Rev. Thomas Shaw, 7). ZX 
F. R. S. and 'Principal of St. Edmund- 
Hall, concerning the Chinefe Chronology 
and Aftronomy. 

Reverend Sir, 
Riad'Ay&y>.' I ^HE Sub;e& of our late Converfa- 
J747- J^ t i on turn'd upon the AfFe&ation of 

ibme Nations, in carrying up their Hiftories to £o 
immoderate a Height, as plainly to fhew thofe Ac- 
counts to be fittitious and without Foundation. 
This, it was agreed, was the Cafe of the Babylonian: 
and Egyptian Accounts ; and you feem'd to think 
it would be found to be the fame with any other 
People that fhould make the like Pretentions. 

The only People in later Times that have 
been thought to contradict this Opinion are the 
Chinefe, of whofe Hiftory the World hath been 

taught 



